
JOE ROBERTS 

Joe Roberts is a social change champion! In 1989 he was homeless living 
under a bridge, 12 years later he was a celebrated CEO. Joe made a promise 

when he was on the street to “pay it forward” and in 2017 he finished a 
9064km charity walk across Canada. Joe teaches resiliency and inspires 

difference makers to lead with their “why”.

Apathy. Disengagement. Underperformance. How do we inspire and engage 
people with purpose driven leadership to embrace change?
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A Push for Change – How to lead, inspire, and engage on purpose

The notion of walking across Canada pushing a shopping cart to inspire change seemed 

impossible. But after four years of planning, 17 months and 9064 KM of walking, The Push for 

Change was completed and delivered valuable lessons about the power of social change 

through community engagement.

In this keynote Joe takes you on an epic adventure from the planning stages, the aggressive 

pre-trek training schedule, and the campaign logistics up to the launch day. On May 1st 2016 

Joe and Team Push for Change hit the road traversing the entire Trans Canada Highway from 

St John’s, NL to Vancouver, BC.  Joe will share the extraordinary experiences of walking 24km 

every day, rain, snow or shine. Meeting icons like Walter Gretzky and Michael “Pinball” 

Clemons, inspiring over 100,000 students during 457 community events ending with a private 

meeting with the Prime Minster of Canada.

Participants will leave with tools they can use immediately to inspire employee and 

community engagement. They will learn how to tackle big projects and stay focused by 

tapping into their deeper sense of purpose driven leadership.

Joe’s is a treasured Canadian whose message is authentic, humorous, honest, raw 

and unforgettable. His masterful delivery combined with high energy and self-

deprecating humour will have you shed a tear while making you laugh ‘til it hurts.

• Resiliency Tools needed for the long game
• How to reframe setbacks while staying committed
• How to inspire Employee and Community Engagement
• How to harness purpose driven leadership
• How to lead teams towards Social Change

In this session you will learn:
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Lastly Joe will share The A.I.R. Model a simple, yet powerful tool he 

used to walk 11,375,000 steps across Canada, proof that:

Anyone can achieve Anything!



T E S T I M O N I A L S

“Your presentation was absolutely thought provoking, powerful and 
very moving. It was very motivational for the group to hear what happens 

when "things go right." I heard personally from numerous officers in 
attendance that they were emotionally impacted by your message and 

so very proud to be a police officer.”
J.V.N. (Vince) Hawkes, Commissioner OPP 

• Addictions Ontario
• Alberta Pharmacist Association
• Association of Manitoba Municipalities
• Assoc. of Municipal Clerks & Treasurers ON 
• BC HRMA
• BC Hydro
• Canadian Centre for Substance Abuse
• Canadian College of Health Leaders
• Canadian Independent Adjusters Assoc. 
• Canadian Pipeline Contractors Association 
• Canadian Roofers Association
• Carson Energy
• Cenovus Energy
• College of Surgeons and Physicians
• Consulting Engineers of AB
• Credit Union Managers Assoc. Manitoba
• DiVal Safety Summit
• Dominion Lending Centers
• Edmonton Police Services
• Electricity Distributors Association
• Enform Petroleum Safety Conference
• Flint Energy
• Fraser Health
• Habitat for Humanity
• Human Resource Management Assoc. 
• Manitoba Industry Canada
• Manitoba Safety Association
• Ministry of Children and Families
• NAV Canada
• Ontario Provincial Police
• Police Chief Leadership Conference
• Pulp and Paper Safety Conference
• RCMP - Saskatchewan Victims Unit
• Saskatchewan Heavy Construction Assoc. 
• Saskatchewan Safety Council
• Talisman Energy
• United Association of Canada
• United States Consulate General
• United Steel Workers

P A R T I A L  C L I E N T  L I S T  

“I want to thank you and Marie on behalf of Canada. I can’t express how 
inspired and proud I am of the example you have set to make our country a 

safer place for young Canadians.”
Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada

A W A R D S  &  M E D I A  
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Joe is the recipient of The Ontario Premiers Award, the Courage to Come 
Back Award, was nominated by MacLean’s Magazine as one of ten 

Canadians that make a difference, has received an Honorary Doctorate 
from Laurentian University and the Senate of Canada’s 150th Anniversary 

Medal. The Governor General of Canada recently awarded Joe the 
Meritorious Service Medal of Canada.

JOE ROBERTS 

Joe has been featured on:

“Joe's ability to connect with hearts and hold the attention of the audience is 
outstanding. A great example of the power of choice, while honouring the 

medical field. A very compelling and inspiring close to the conference.”
Gabriele Cuff; BSN, MEd, CEC. Managing Consultant: People Development, 

Fraser Health Authority 

“Joe Roberts’ inspiring story is one of determination, courage and 
overcoming adversity that reminds us of the power of believing that 

anything is possible. It is testament to the strength of the human spirit 
and what you can achieve when you set your mind to it.”

Rick Hansen, Canada’s Man in Motion 


